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Recognising ordinal numbers
1.
Traduce las siguientes frases al inglés.
1. Isabel Segunda                                   ___________________________________________________
2. Carlos Quinto                                      ___________________________________________________

3. el Papa Juan Veintitrés                       ___________________________________________________
4. la Segunda República   
              ___________________________________________________
5. el segundo acto de la obra de teatro 
___________________________________________________
6. el siglo noveno                                    ___________________________________________________
7. mañana cumplirá dieciocho años       ___________________________________________________
8. la cuarta planta                                   ___________________________________________________
2.
Traduce las siguientes frases al español.
1.
the first train
                                     
___________________________________________________
9. the third girl                                      
___________________________________________________
10. Alfonso the Thirteenth                      
___________________________________________________
11. the eighteenth century                      
___________________________________________________
12. the umpteenth error                         
___________________________________________________
13. Charles the Second                            
___________________________________________________
14. the twentieth century                           ___________________________________________________
15. the tenth time                                       ___________________________________________________
16. the eighth lesson                                
___________________________________________________
3.
Aunque es poco probable que necesites usar los números ordinales para números más altos, es posible que tengas que reconocerlos. Empareja cada número ordinal con su traducción en español.  
	1.
	eleventh
	a.
	decimosexto

	2.
	fourteenth
	b.
	centésimo/centavo

	3.
	sixteenth
	c.
	undécimo

	4.
	twentieth
	d.
	cuadragésimo

	5.
	twenty-first
	e.
	quingentésimo

	6.
	thirtieth
	f.
	decimocuarto

	7.
	fortieth
	g.
	trigésimo

	8.
	hundredth
	h.
	vigésimo

	9.
	five hundredth
	i.
	milésimo

	10.
	thousandth
	j.
	vigésimo primero 


1.
_____

6.
_____
2.
_____

7.
_____
3.
_____

8.
_____
4.
_____

9.
_____
5.
_____

10.
_____
1st	primero 				5th 	quinto 				9th	noveno 


2nd	segundo 				6th 	sexto 				10th	décimo 


3rd 	tercero 				7th	séptimo 				11th 	undécimo 


4th 	cuarto 				8th	octavo 				12th 	duodécimo 


The ordinal numbers from first to tenth are in common usage in Spanish but beyond 10th they tend to be replaced by cardinal numbers as will be shown below. 


The ordinal numbers 1st to 10th are adjectives and therefore have to agree in number and gender with the noun they are describing:


la segunda casa; el quinto capítulo; los primeros coches 


Remember that first, primero, and third, tercero, shorten to primer and tercer when they are followed by a singular masculine noun:


el primer acto; el tercer hombre


Ordinal numbers generally precede the noun (as in the examples above) although in certain cases they follow: 


Felipe Sexto; Juan Carlos Primero (If you think about it, this is just the same as in English – the first act / the third man BUT Felipe the Sixth / Juan Carlos the First.)





When talking about centuries, you can say el siglo octavo for the 8th century, but nowadays el siglo ocho is more usual. Certainly above 10th, cardinal numbers are required:


 el siglo veintiuno – the 21st century


A potentially useful little ordinal number you may not have come across is enésimo – nth 





por la enésima vez – for the nth (or umpteenth) time.










